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Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450 on this date: 



July 14. 2004 
Date 



Sara R. Hart 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
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X a fee under 37 CFR § 1 . 1 7(p) 

(after the 37 CFR § 1 .97(b) time period, but before the mailing date of a 
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Under 37 CFR § 1 .97(d) together with either: 
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a statement under 37 CFR § 1 .97(e), and 

a fee under 37 CFR § 1 . 17(p) (Fee Transmittal included herewith) 

(after the 37 CFR § 1 .97(c) time period, but on or before the payment of 
the issue fee). 



Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1): The undersigned states that each item of 

information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this information disclosure statement. 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure imposed by 37 CFR § 1 .56 to inform the Patent 
Office of all patents, publications, applications and other information known by Applicants or 
Applicants 1 representative that may be material to the examination of the subject application, 
Applicants 1 representative hereby provides this Information Disclosure Statement that is prepared 
in accordance with 37 CFR §§ 1.97-1.98 and includes Form PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B with 
four (5) references listed as items AA-AE. 

Copies of the items listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B are 
enclosed. 

Concise Explanation of Relevance 

Items AA-AE listed on the Form PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B are not in the 
English language. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of item AA is in the form of a copy of a Japanese 
"Notification of Reasons for Refusal" dated April 27, 2004, issued over the corresponding 
Japanese Patent Application No. 2001-012277, that was mailed from a foreign patent office, and 
which refers to the references. The Japanese "Notification of Reasons for Refusal"dated April 
27, 2004, is listed as item AD and a copy is included herewith. An English-language translation 
of portions of the Japanese "Notification of Reasons for Refusal" mailed April 27, 2004, is also 
included herewith. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of items AB-AC is in the form of a copy of a 
Japanese "Notification of Reasons for Refusal" dated April 27, 2004, issued over Japanese Patent 
Application No. 2001-012278 corresponding to U.S. Application No. 09/765,780 , that was 
mailed from a foreign patent office, and which refers to the references. The Japanese 
"Notification of Reasons for Refusal" dated April 27, 2004, is listed as item AE and a copy is 
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included herewith. An English-language translation of portions of the Japanese "Notification of 
Reasons for Refusal" dated April 27, 2004, is also included herewith. 

In addition, items AA-AC each include an English-language Abstract. 



It is requested that the information provided herein be made of record in this application. 



Address all Correspondence to : 

FITCH, EVEN, TABIN & FLANNERY 
120 So. LaSalle Street 
Suite 1600 
Chicago, IL 60603 
Telephone: (858) 552-1311 
Facsimile: (858) 552-0095 




Richard E. Wawrzyniak 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Reg. No. 36,048 
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USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 
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including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1 -800-7 86-91 99) and select option 2. 
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